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Art Train ðcont. on page 2 -  

All Aboard: ôTake the A-Trainõ this October 

Join us for the first McHenry County Art Train 

On the morning of Saturday October 18th, the first 

McHenry County Art Train will be leaving the station! The 

train will offer riders the chance to explore the arts scene in 

three towns along the Metra Northwest Line.    

The Art Train is a cooperative venture of several groups in 

the McHenry County area, 

including the Downtown 

Business Associations of 

Harvard and Woodstock, the 

Northland Area Art League, 

Starline Gallery, the Old 

Court House Arts Center, the 

Raue Center for the Arts, the 

Lakeside   Legacy Arts Cen-

ter, Stage Left and more.  

Tickets for the Art Train are 

$20 per person (12 and over), 

$15 for children (under 12) 

This includes your Art Train ticket, lunch at the Starline, 

discounts for  purchasing art and other items at several 

stops. 

The Art Train will officially begin in Crystal Lake on the 

9:51am train to Harvard, though Art-Train riders can board 

the train anywhere along the line, starting in Chicago at 

8:30am.  Events are planned in Harvard at the Starline   

Gallery throughout the morning until 1:30pm, including 

lunch.   

The action then shifts to Woodstock, with riders arriving at 

1:48pm, where both visual and performing art events are 

planned at the Old Court House Arts Center, Stage Left, the 

Opera House and elsewhere on the square all afternoon.  
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Art Train ðcont. from front cover -   

Finally, Art-Train riders leave Woodstock on the 5:48pm 

train, arriving in downtown Crystal Lake at 6:00pm.  

There, riders will be able to choose from dancing and the 

annual naac  Membersô Show at the Lakeside Legacy 

Arts Park or attending a concert of Arlo Guthrie at the 

Raue (tickets for Arlo Guthrie are sold separately but a 

discount is available to Art-Train riders).   

Art Train is an unprecedented example of cooperation 

among McHenry County art groups.  If successful, the 

goal is to make the Art Train a permanent part of the 

McHenry Art Scene.  We are excited to report at        

press-time that other art groups along the Northwest Line, 

including the Palatine-Inverness Arts Council, are looking 

for ways to participate in future Art Trains. We welcome 

their interest, and encourage other art councils, art groups, 

galleries, art spaces and performing arts centers, along the 

Metra Northwest Line to join us in future Art Trains. 

Thanks from all the art organizations involved are due to 

Peter Benkendorf of the Involvement Advocacy for     

organizing the first Art Train.  Peter is better known for 

creating and overseeing the annual Blue Sky Project, 

which brings together McHenry County teens and       

professional artists to co-create works of contemporary 

art.        See page 3 of this issue for Art Train Schedule Info. 

Annual naac Membersõ Show 

This yearôs Membersô Show will be held in the newly 

renovated and opened Dole Mansion Galleries at the 

Lakeside Legacy Arts Park, located at 401 Country Club 

Road in Crystal Lake. The Membersô Show is open to all 

current naac  members.  Each artist or family member 

can exhibit one piece.  We encourage our members to 

bring a piece created since the last Membersô Show.  

The show will run through the month of October, with the 

Membersô Show Reception being held in conjunction 

with the Art Train on October 18th, 6-8pm.   

Drop-off for the Membersô Show will take place on two 

days: Friday October 3rd from 6pm - 8pm and on        

Saturday October 4th from 10 am - 2pm.  There is a $10 

participation fee to offset the cost of the gallery rental, the 

reception and prizes. See the enclosed form for more info. 

The show will open Wednesday October 8th and run 

through the month of October, with pickup on Nov. 1st. 
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naac Opportunities for Volunteers 
Lincoln Bicentennial Committee 
Next year is the 200th anniversary of Lincoln's Birthday 

and the county has formed a committee to organize events 

celebrating his birthday throughout 2009.  Various      

projects include an Inaugural Ball, a Lincoln Portrait  

Contest, floats for community parades, penny collections, 

Lincoln impersonators, re-enactments of Lincoln-Douglas 

debates and much more.  Since this is a county wide    

project, there is something being planned for your      

community and help is needed.  If you are interested, 

email Sue Stelford at sue@naac4art.org.  Your talents 

would be greatly appreciated! 

Womenõs Works 2009 Committee 
Though itôs only been a couple of months since we closed 

the 2008 show, weôre hoping to get a jump start on the 

2009 show and are looking for volunteers to join the 

Womenôs Works committee.  Please consider donating 

your time and talent to help make the 22nd annual exhibit 

a success.   E-mail a board member to sign up!  

Call for Articles! 
Weôre looking to add regular columns to our issues of 

ArtBEAT featuring local galleries and collections.  If 

youôd like to see your gallery or art collection featured in 

an upcoming issue of ArtBEAT, please visit our website 

at www.naac4art.org for submission requirements. Or, if 

you are interested in writing a column for ArtBEAT, 

please contact john@naac4art.org. Weôd also like to high-

light art works of our naac members in each issue, so 

send in those images too! 

Clayworkers' Guild ðcont. from page 8 -  

Guildõs Annual Membersõ Show: 

The Clayworkersô Guild of Illinois Annual Membersô 

Show is at the Old Court House Arts Center in        

Woodstock, IL 60098ðfrom October 2ðNovember 2, 

2008.  Opening Reception is Sunday October 12, 2008 

from 1pð3p.  This year we are proud to announce that 

Cynthia Bringle has graciously agreed to judge the show 

while she is in town for our workshop!  Come join us to 

celebrate our membersô pottery and find some great deals.  

Visit our web site for details: www.clayworkersguild.com 



18 naac  ArtBEAT Fall 2008 

John Cannon  

Model 

Art and Photography 

All Media 

       847-639-3622                                 

Creekside Middle School Mosaic Mural 
In the last issue of ArtBEAT, Pam Maxwell submitted an 

article about a community art project at the Creekside 

Middle School 

in Woodstock, 

IL.  At the 

time, the mural 

was very much 

a ówork in   

progressô.  For 

this issue, Pam 

sent us a      

picture of the 

a l m o s t -

c o m p l e t e d   

mural as a follow-up to last monthôs article.  If youôd like 

to see the mural in more detail, visit the naac website at 

www.naac4art.org or stop by the Creekside Middle 

School sometime!  

Pam Maxwell runs the Clayworks Studio located at the Lake-

side Legacy Arts Park.  For more information on Pam and her 

classes, visit www.riverstreetart.com or call 847 428 3946. 
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Confirmed Schedule for the Art Train:  
Currently, the following events have been confirmedð

but check the Art Train web site (www.taketheatrain.org) 

for the most recent schedule of events. Have patienceð

this web site is a work in progress! 

Harvard: The Starline Gallery  (www.gabrielshorn.org/

shows.html) will be hosting both a brunch for ticket hold-

ers, as well as exhibits of visual, ceramics and fiber arts.   

Woodstock: The Old Court House Arts Center (www. 

oldcourthouseartscenter.com) will be hosting two annual 

membersô showsô: the Clayworkersô Guild of Illinois   

display and sale of ceramic arts and the Woodstock 

Weaversô Guild display of fiber arts.  The Woodstock 

Opera House (www.wood stockoperahouse.com) will 

feature a demonstration of the artistic process by the 

Northland Area Art League and a hands-on participatory 

art creation on canvas. The Stage Left Cafeð adjacent to 

the Opera Houseðwill be hosting óThe Best of Stage 

Leftô, featuring jazz, pop, classical, blues and folk music, 

as well as poetry and storytelling. Several merchants 

around the square will be participating.  For individuals 

interested in staying in Woodstock that evening, there is a 

separate one-woman performance of óDraculaô at the   

Opera House.  

Crystal Lake: Arlo Guthrie will be performing at The 

Raue Center for the Arts (www. rauecenter.org)       

beginning at 7:30pm (tickets start at $56 but a discount is 

available to Art-Train Riders). The Lakeside Legacy 

Arts Park (www.lakesidelegacy.org) will be hosting the     

annual naac Membersô Show reception in the new Dole 

Gallery and ballroom dancing in the Sage Gallery, both 

starting at 6pm.  

Purchasing Tickets: Tickets can be purchased through 

the naac website (www.naac4art.org/arttrain2008.html) 

using PayPal or by calling the Raue Center at 815 356 

9212 or visiting the Raue Center Box Office in person.  

The Raue takes both credit cards and cash sales.  Tickets 

are $20 for adults and $15 for children under 12.  

Train Schedule: The events kick off with the 703 Train on 

the Metra Northwest Line, which leaves Chicago at 

8:30am (Crystal Lake at 9:51am; Woodstock at 10:01am) 

and arrives in Harvard at 10:20am.  For more info on the 

times for other stops, visit the Metra Northwest website at 

www.metrarail.com/Sched/cnw_nw/cnw_nw.shtml, and 

click on the Saturday Outbound Schedule.  
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Starline Autumnal Exhibition 
By Gabriel Karagianis 

The Autumnal Equinox Art Exhibition will be held     

September 19th & 20th from 

7pm ð11pm at the Starline 

Gallery, presented by       

Sidereal Time.  Sidereal 

Time is the group of artists 

in charge of hosting       

quarterly art shows at the 

Star l ine Bui lding in        

Harvard. Sidereal Time   

basically means ñstar timeò, 

a fitting title for a group that 

plans art shows according to 

the four seasonal changes on 

planet Earth. 

Against the backdrop of the century old Starline building, 

works of art are displayed in a harmonious blend of new 

meets old, where video and sound are projected through 

large factory spaces. Paintings, photographs and sculpture        

beautifully conflict with the antiquity of wood, mortar, 

and brick. Massive wooden beams freckled with tacks and 

remnants of the days of industrial activity in Harvard, 

along the Union Pacific train tracks.  

T h e  e x h i b i t     

contains the work 

of artists from the 

rural and urban 

areas  around   

Chicago. Musical 

performances will 

be orchestrated by 

Daniel Villareal. 

Five artists- Laura Brown, Cathleen DeCraene, Jeff 

Friedel, Gabriel Karagianis, Gregory Gantner, and JB 

Ernst - currently occupy studios and will be participants 

in the show, each working in their own unique studio en-

vironments. Visitors can anticipate a wide scope of work 

in the form of sculpture, painting, photograph, video, and 

audio. The event is open to the public and running for two 

nights. 

The Starline Gallery is located at 306 W. Front Street in down-

town Harvard, IL.  For more information,  please visit 

www.gabrielshorn.org/shows.html 
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What If There Was No Art? 
By Joe Bjork 

Think of that. As if you were in one of Rod Serling's, 

Twilight Zone stories and everywhere you went or 

looked, there was no art. Hard to even imagine, especially 

where we come from. Surrounded by, and involved in art. 

The question brings to mind just how valuable what we 

do is. Not only to us but to everyone. As you go through 

your day look around and consider how many places you 

see art. Everywhere! Paintings, photography, crafts,    

calendars etc. Sometimes we take art for granted simply 

because we are around it so often. Can you imagine not 

being around art? I canôt imagine even in the most remote 

places of the world. Even then art will be there in some 

form or another. 

Blank walls, no color. Think of that! As an artist with this 

thought in mind itôs easy to see just how important it is 

that we continue to pursue what we do and to the best of 

our abilities.  The need to cultivate the arts and to pass on 

our knowledge to the young is more important now than 

ever. 

I was reading a review awhile back in the Sun Times in 

which Kathleen Turner who was staring in Whoôs Afraid 

of Virginia Woolf said ñI am concerned that we are in a 

period when the arts in general are given such short shrift 

in this country ï especially in our schools. Itôs important 

that we present the arts ï in all forms and in all places ï 

whenever we canò,  she said òToo many people think of 

the arts as some kind of luxury. Some kind of lovely thing 

that is only a novelty ï only a diversion for the rich. There 

is not a civilization in the history of mankind that didnôt 

celebrate the arts. If we donôt continue to celebrate them, 

we are in deeper trouble than we realize. 

How true. 

In closing, I am so happy we do not live in my Twilight 

Zone story. I am very encouraged every time I walk 

through a school and the library and see all of the young 

talent. However it is still so important that we remember 

how much we need the beginning artist as well as the  

seasoned artist. One to carry on and one to pass along. 

A business man once told me. In order to grow you need 

to bring value to the marketplace. Well not everyone sells 

their work or aspires to do so, but I believe every artist 

brings value to the market place. 

Just look aroundé.. 


