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April Art Train Ready to Roll 

 

The second outing on the Art Train is almost here. On Sat-

urday April 18th several area arts groups, galleries, schools, 

and centers will be cooperating to bring you works of art by 

over 150 artists in the last 

three towns on the Metra 

Northwest Train Line.    

This time, the events start 

in Crystal Lake in the 

morning at the Lakeside 

Legacy Arts Park, move to 

Woodstock in the afternoon 

and end in Harvard for the 

evening.  A new lineup of 

artists, artwork and activi-

ties has been planned.  

For this A-Train, riders 

need only purchase their Metra Northwest $5 Weekend 

Pass to participate, though a donation of $10 will gain you 

discounts at many participating stores, galleries and restau-

rants in all three towns. There is no requirement for ad-

vanced purchase of your ticket, though if you will be start-

ing the day by taking the train to downtown Crystal Lake, 

please let us know so we can arrange transportation from 

the train station to the Lakeside Legacy for you. (Contact 

info can be found on the back cover of ArtBEAT.) 

Like the first A-Train, riders can join in at any time of the 

day. Some activities have definite times associated with 

them, and they are noted but riders are free to choose which 

events theyôd like to see.  A schedule of confirmed events 

is located on the next page, though events are still being 

added and a complete, up-to-date list will be available on 

the 18th at the locations listed on the schedule. 

Art Train Schedule:  - cont. on page 2 -  
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Art Train Schedule for April 18th:  
 

Arriving in Crystal Lake:  

¶ Outbound #703 Train from Chicago arrives at 9:51am  

¶ Inbound #710 Train arrives at Crystal Lake at 9:00am 
 

Crystal Lake: Lakeside Legacy Arts Park (~9am-11:30) 

¶ Freshly made coffee and pastries 

¶ An exhibition by artists from the Oil Painters of 

America in celebration of Tom & Betty Schmidtôs 

50th wedding anniversary (see story on page 12). 

¶ Tour of the historic and newly restored Dole Mansion 

¶ Open House at the Creative Artistry Fine Arts School  

¶ Open Studios by select Legacy Resident Artists 
 

11:51am: Travel to Woodstock on the #705 Train 
 

Woodstock:   

¶ Lunch: Riders are responsible for their own lunch; 

Discounts at some restaurants will be available as part 

of the discount package.  

¶ Womenôs Works 2009 exhibition, a reception and art 

sale at the Old Court House Arts Center 

¶ Plenair painting on the square with members of the 

Northland Area Art League and other artists 

¶ A ceramics sale by the Clayworkersô Guild of Illinois 

¶ Open Studio at Trausch Fine Arts Studio 

¶ Shopping at the stores in downtown Woodstock, 

many of which will be offering discounts 
 

5:01pm: Travel to Harvard on the #713 Train 
 

Harvard : Events at the Starline  

¶ An art display by S!XX 

¶ Select Open Studios by Resident Artists 

¶ Reception and music starting at 7pm 
 

Leaving Harvard: Riders can depart on the #724 Train 

(departs 7:35pm) or the #725 Train (departs 9:35pm) 
 

Questions? Visit www.naac4art.org or email 

ATrain09@naac4art.org  
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Local Arts Organizations 
Northland Area Art League: Spring Art Show 

The 2009 Northland Area Art Leagueôs May Fine Art 

Show will take place May 5th through June 1st, 2009 in 

the Community Room located in the Historic Woodstock 

Opera House. The show will include oil, watercolor, pas-

tel, photographic art and more. 

There will be a Members Show Reception on Saturday 

May 9th from 12:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. with judging of 

the art to begin at 12:30p.m. This yearôs show promises to 

be another super show. Please call 815-337-2027 with any 

questions or email spirtart61@aol.com for additional info.  
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Take Care, - continued from page 13 -  

The petition hasnôt caught the attention of the pundits so 

we donôt know who is in the position of being considered 

for the Secretary of Arts.  The art community is correct, if 

the petition grows legs, to dread the night the secretary 

appointee, he or she of art, finance and political experi-

ence, is caricatured in television satire. 

President Obama ran, and won office promising positive 

change.  As the still young United States of America has 

never had a cabinet level office of art and or culture, such 

a position would be a change, but the administration, one 

month old at this writing, is announcing changes weekly.  

It is unlikely a Secretary of the Arts is on the agenda, but 

perhaps an (under) secretary for one of the cabinet posi-

tions is and your signature to the petition will mean 

change for the common  good. 

Lynn Carlson is a former naac  board member, Art ap-

praiser and continuing contributor to ArtBEAT. 
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naac news 
Womenôs Works 2009 

The 22nd Annual Womenôs Works fine art exhibition is 

now on display at the Old Court House Arts Center, lo-

cated on the historic 

downtown Woodstock 

Square.  This year, al-

most 400 works from 

across the country were 

submitted for consid-

eration and over 120 

chosen for display. Alongside Womenôs Works is the Lit-

tle Womenôs Works show, highlighting the work of 60 

talented local girls. Both exhibits will be on display until 

April 25th.  The Little Womenôs Works artist reception 

will be held on Saturday April 18th, from 2-4pm as part of 

the second Art Train.  

 

Cecil O Johnson Award 

naac  is taking applications for the Cecil O. Johnson per-

forming arts award.  This year, naac  will award two 

$250 scholarships to McHenry County residents to be 

used to further their pursuit of the performing arts.  The 

award can be used for any educational expense related to 

the performing arts.  The deadline for the award is July 1, 

2009; The awards will be announced August 1, 2009.  

Awards are based on both the quality of the performing 

artist, but financial need is a consideration. For an appli-

cation and guidelines, please visit www.naac4art.org or 

email john@naac4art.org.  Applications should include a 

sample of the performing arts practices by the applicant.  

 

Fiber & Textile Arts Award 

The 2009 Fiber & Textile Arts Award is now accepting 

applicants as well.  The FTAA is open to anyone who is 

currently enrolled in a fiber arts degree-seeking program 

at a college or university. Selection is based upon the 

quality of the artwork. The deadline for applying for the 

award is June 10, 2009.  The winners will be announced 

at the 2009 Midwest Fiber & Folk Art Fair held on July 

17-19, 2009. Two $2000 awards will be made directly to 

the university program to help offset tuition and other 

educational costs.  For more information and to download 

an application, visit www.fiberandfolk.com or 

www.naac4art.org, or email john@naac4art.org. 
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Letter from the Board: 
 

Weôve heard from a number of you that youôd like to see 

naac add some additional member activities that are 

smaller and more personal.  The board would also like to 

add more opportunities for our member artists to sell their 

artwork in these difficult economic times.  

With this in mind, naac is planning two new activities.  

The first is a series of smaller themed shows (such as 

landscapes or still lives) that would involve half a dozen 

artists, 10-20 works of art and hang for a month at a time.  

The locations would be participating galleries, coffee 

houses, public buildings and libraries and so forth.  Weôre 

looking for input from our members on themes and loca-

tions.  We will be announcing some organizational meet-

ings and you can email ideas to john@naac4art.org.  

The second activity are regular member meetings with 

topics of discussion decided by the members.  Our first 

meeting is scheduled for May 1st at 7pm (see page 15 for 

details) and will be held at Creative Artistry Fine Arts 

School on the grounds of the Lakeside Legacy Arts Park 

in Crystal Lake. The topic for the first meeting will be  

the evolving jurying and judging process, with this and 

past yearôs Womenôs Works as examples.  

To help with these new efforts, weôre in the process of 

expanding the board. We like to welcome two new mem-

bers to the naac  board in this issue of ArtBEAT: Patricia 

Lynn of Crystal Lake and Pete Lewis of McHenry.  Pat is 

the owner of Patricia Lynn Designs, and is a maker of 

artisanal jewelry.  Patricia brings to the board extensive 

knowledge of art sales and fairs, being a successful ven-

dor at many local area events.  We are hoping that Pat 

will help naac  with its efforts in this area, to provide lo-

cal artists with additional opportunities to sell their works. 

Pete is a tireless supporter of his wife Donnaôs artistic 

endeavors, as well as bringing a wealth of business 

knowledge to the board; we hope he will also assist naac  

with the new smaller shows. 

Two additional board members will be joining the board 

in June (weôll tell you about them in the next issue) and 

we are still looking for two additional members.   

As we welcome these new board members, we are also 

saying farewell and thank you to one of our current mem-

bers: Sue Stelford, who has served two terms on the board 

for the last four years.  Sue is leaving to pursue several 

writing projects sheôs put off while serving on naac ôs 

board. We hope youôll join us in wishing Sue the best. 
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2009 Illinois Summer Art Fairs 
 

Now is the time for artists to apply to the numerous 2009 

art fairs.  Illinois art fairs offer local artists a great way to 

connect directly with potential purchasers of their work.  

In a January 5th, 2009 press release for the latest Illinois 

Art Fair Directory, the Illinois Arts Council stated: ñMore 

than 3.4 million people attend art fairs in Illinois annually, 

building community and providing opportunity for nearly 

20,000 artists.ò 

Many naac  member artists sell through art fairs each 

year and to help support them, naac  has applied for 

funding from the McHenry County Community Grant to 

offer a series of breakfast seminars around sales training 

for artists.  The three part series would cover creating at-

tractive booth displays, conducting sales with potential 

buyers, and creating a memorable brand so that buyers 

will seek the artists out for additional sales. The proposed 

series would be offered  in conjunction with the Midwest 

Fiber & Folk Art Fair during the third weekend of July.  

Recipients of the McHenry County Community Founda-

tion grants will be notified in May, and if we are awarded 

funds, we will notify naac ôs member artists.  

Regardless of the results of the grant application, naac  

encourages artists to consider selling their work at art 

fairs.  For those artists who have never entered an art fair, 

naac  can put you in touch with other local area artists 

who have sold at fairs for many years. naac  is also pilot-

ing an internship program for artists and students inter-

ested in learning how to sell at fairs, again in cooperation 

with the Midwest Fiber & Folk Art Fair.  Artists will be 

paired with returning, successful vendors at this yearôs 

Fair in July at MCC, where they will help artists from set-

up to take-down. Additional talks beforehand by local 

vendors and fair organizers are being scheduled.  Inter-

ested artists should email john@naac4art.org for more 

information or to sign up for the program.  

Each year at this time, naac  receives many invitations 

from fairs across the state and we are happy to print a 

summary of those we have received to date: 

Palatine, IL: An Art Affair Around the Square. The 

Palatine Inverness Arts Council invites interested artists 

to apply for its annual juried fine art fair in downtown 

Palatineôs Towne Square. The Fair will be held on Sep-

tember 12-13, 2009. Deadline: April 15, 2009. For an ap-

plication, visit www.palatineinvernessarts.org. 
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Secretary of the Arts 
By Lynn Carlson 

You are no doubt aware of the petition online at 

www.petitiononline.com/esnyc/petition.html, asking 

President Obama to appoint a Secretary of the Arts. Many 

artists and supporters of the arts are speaking out in favor 

of the establishment of this position and believe its grass-

roots nature will catch the presidentôs eye. That President 

Obama has inspired thousands to believe they can bring 

about such a change, and that it is for the arts, has this 

writerôs attention. 

My inbox holds messages, saying ñWe in the arts need 

this.ò and ñ(It) is a truly great idea!ò  Some posts to the 

petition site say ónow is not the time for such an addition 

to the federal budgetô and ódo you really think that a poli-

tician is going to endow art?ô 

The Presidentôs cabinet includes the Vice President, the 

Attorney General and the heads of departments that guide 

the president and therefore the country in guarding and 

nurturing our resources.  Is the petition driven by the per-

ception that the executive departments are occupied by 

under-appreciators of the arts?  Even the new Obama ad-

ministration?  Can we give the President and his cabinet 

the benefit of the doubt on this and offer room for com-

promise?  Is everyone aware of the fact that the Secretary 

for Science works under the Department of Energy?  Per-

haps an under secretary for the arts below the Secretary of 

Education is under consideration.  The Secretary of Edu-

cation will, after all, oversee a $5 billion grant program 

designed to ñencourage innovationò. 

The Secretary of the Arts petition is curiously succinct.  

Do you worry it will be disrespected because of its lack of 

detail?  Isnôt a call for additional art a cry for more and 

diverse information, curiosity, thoughtfulness, creativity, 

observation, history, order, inclusion, sensitivity and high 

level problem solving? Could these attributes, vital to our 

future, be lost as the call for the position is discussed? 

Wonôt we see a senator on the nightly news diminishing 

the value of the arts as he or she blasts the new position as 

an earmark that wonôt benefit the common good? 

-  Continued on page 15 -  

naac  ArtBEAT Spring  Issue 2009 

LYNN CARLSON  ART APPRAISER 
POST OFFICE BOX 61 CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60039-0061 

PHONE 815-459-9151       E-MAIL  lcarlson@workmail.com 
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Celebrating an Anniversary With Art 
 

April marks the 50th wedding anniversary for local Crys-

tal Lake residents and artists Tom and Betty Schmidt.  

Both are active members of several art groups, including 

naac and the Northland Area Art League, while Betty 

has also served as the President of the Oil Painters of 

America, a national organization with over 3000 members 

dedicated to  the preservation of representational art. 

Headquartered in Crystal 

Lake since just after its 

founding, the organization 

encourages an apprecia-

tion of fine drawing, color, 

composition and light. 

The Schmidts have de-

cided to celebrate their 

anniversary by creating an 

exhibition of works by 

fellow Oil Painters of 

America artists. The ex-

hibit will include artists 

from the Chicago metro-

politan area including cur-

rent and past OPA board 

members. The exhibit also includes works by local artists 

Bill Schneider of Lakewood, Tom Trausch of Woodstock, 

Suzanne Poursine of Hampshire and, of course, works by 

Betty herself and photographs by Tom.  

The exhibit will be on display from April 1st through 

April 21st, 2009 in  the Sage Gallery of the Lakeside Leg-

acy Arts Park in Crystal Lake.  A reception open to the 

public will be held on Friday April 3rd from 5-7pm. In 

addition, the Schmidts have graciously invited the Art 

Train arts tour to begin with a morning viewing of the 

Sage Gallery exhibition on April 18th.  We hope you will 

help celebrate the Schmidtôs golden anniversary by stop-

ping by to view this fantastic exhibition.  

The Lakeside Legacy Arts Park is located at 401 Country 

Club Road in Crystal Lake; for directions or to learn 

more, please visit www.lakesidelegacy.org or call 814 

455 8000. The Sage Gallery is open to the public from 

10am-6pm every day. To learn more about Betty Schmidt 

and view more of her work, please visit 

www.bettyschmidt.com.  To learn more about the Oil 

P a i n t e r s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.oilpaintersofamerica.com.  

Works by Betty Schmidt 
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Summer Art Fairs,  - continued- 

 

Libertyville, IL: 29th Annual Festival of the Arts. The 

David Adler Music and Arts Center invites interested art-

ists to apply for the 2009 fair to be held August 1-2 2009 

in historic downtown Libertyville, IL.  For more informa-

tion, visit www.adlercenter.org or call 847 367 0707. 

�6�N�R�N�L�H�� �,�/���� �6�N�R�N�L�H�� �$�U�W�� �*�X�L�O�G�¶�V�� �����W�K�� �$�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �$�U�W�� �)�D�L�U����
The Skokie Art Guild invites interested artists to apply for 

the 2009 art fair to be held July 11-12 2009 on the Village 

Green in downtown Skokie.  For more information, call 

847 677 8163 or email skokieart@aol.com. 

Champaign, IL: 6th Annual Downtown Festival of the 

Arts. The Champaign Park District invites interested art-

ists to apply for its 2009 art fair to be held August 15th. 

Deadline: April 24 2009. For an application, visit 

www.champaignparkdistrict.com, call 217 398 2550,  or 

email Katie.flint@cparkdistrict.com.  

Decatur, IL: 47th Annual Arts in Central Park Art 

Fair. The Decatur Area Arts Council invites you to apply 

to their 2009 art fair to be held Sept 19-20, 2009.  All me-

dia welcome.  Application Deadline: May 1, 2009. For 

more information on applying, call 217 423 3189 or visit 

www.decaturarts.org.  

For additional information on this summerôs art fairs you 

can request a copy of the Illinoisô Arts Councilôs 2009 Art 

Fair directory by calling 800 237 6994, emailing 

iac.info@Illinois.gov, or writing the IAC at their down-

town Chicago office, located at 100 W Randolph St., 

Suite 10-500, Chicago, IL 60601.  An web version of the 

art fair directory is also maintained by the Chicago Art-

istsô Coalition, at www.CACOnLine.org/IllinoisArtFairs. 

Whether you are considering vending, buying or simply 

looking at a great collection of art and artists, we encour-

age you to get out and see some of this summerôs fairs. 
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